
 

 

Notice of meeting and agenda 

 

 

Education, Children and Families Committee 

 

10.00 am Tuesday, 24th August, 2021 

 

Virtual Meeting - via Microsoft Teams 

 

This is a public meeting and members of the public are welcome to watch the live 

webcast on the Council’s website. 

The law allows the Council to consider some issues in private. Any items under “Private 

Business” will not be published, although the decisions will be recorded in the minute of 

this meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contacts 

Email:  lesley.birrell@edinburgh.gov.uk/matthew.brass@edinburgh.gov.uk 
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1. Order of business 

1.1   Including any notices of motion and any other items of business 

submitted as urgent for consideration at the meeting. 

 

 

2. Declaration of interests 

2.1   Members should declare any financial and non-financial interests 

they have in the items of business for consideration, identifying the 

relevant agenda item and the nature of their interest. 

 

 

3. Deputations 

3.1   If any 

 

 

4. Minutes 

4.1   Minute of the Education, Children and Families Committee of 18 

May 2021 - submitted for approval as a correct record 

 

9 - 22 

4.2   Minute of the Education, Children and Families Committee of 28 

May 2021 – submitted for approval as a correct record 

 

23 - 28 

5. Forward Planning 

5.1   Work Programme 

 

29 - 32 

5.2   Rolling Actions Log 

 

33 - 64 

6. Business Bulletin 
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6.1   Business Bulletin 

 

65 - 92 

7. Executive decisions 

7.1   Update on Gaelic Medium Education Statutory Consultation – 

Report by the Interim Executive Director of Education and 

Children's Services 

93 - 98 

7.2   Education Improvement Plan 2021-2024 – Report by the Interim 

Executive Director of Education and Children's Services 

99 - 172 

7.3   Education Standards and Quality Report 20-21 (Part 2) – Report 

by the Interim Executive Director of Education and Children's 

Services 

173 - 204 

7.4   National Qualifications - Alternative Certification Model – Report 

by the Interim Executive Director of Education and Children's 

Services 

205 - 248 

7.5   School Excursions - Equity – Report by the Interim Executive 

Director of Education and Children's Services 

249 - 296 

7.6   Distribution of Scottish Government Community Mental Health 

Funds – Report by the Interim Executive Director of Education 

and Children's Services 

297 - 308 

7.7   New Primary School Name – Report by the Interim Executive 

Director of Education and Children's Services 

309 - 312 

7.8   Revenue Monitoring 2021-2022 - Month 3 Position – Report by 

the Interim Executive Director of Education and Children's 

Services 

 

313 - 318 

7.9   Appointments to Sub-Committees and Working Groups 2021-

2022 – Report by the Executive Director of Corporate Services 

319 - 328 
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8. Routine decisions 

8.1   
 

Internal Audit: Overdue Findings and Key Performance Indicators 

as at 27 April 2021 – referral from the Governance, Risk and Best 

Value Committee  

 

329 - 422 

9. Motions 

9.1   Motion by Councillor Laidlaw - School Sports and Extra Curricular 

Activities 

“Committee notes that while from 9 August the vast majority of 

Covid-19 restrictions have been lifted by the Scottish 

Government, certain measures have been retained in schools 

which are specifically noted in the Scottish Government 

publication ‘Coronavirus (COVID-19): guidance on reducing the 

risks in schools’ which identifies measures to be retained for a 

period of ‘up to six weeks’ after schools reopen. 

Committee notes that of specific relevance to the provision of 

schools sports, the guidance states: 

 Parents should not enter school buildings unless required  

 Contact Groupings (aka bubbles) are to be removed 

Given the above, Committee agrees that outdoor sport, including 

clubs delivered by external (often parental) coaching, can be 

delivered per the previously agreed motion by Cllr Laidlaw 

restricting access to school buildings, in full from the start of the 

new school term, with indoor external led coaching to be 

prepared for resumption in late September (after the six-week 

period noted in the guidance). 

Committee notes that the autumn term is particularly crucial in 

competitive team sports and that concerns have been expressed 

over the new funding model for Active Schools. 

Accordingly, Committee calls for a report within one committee 

cycle to inform members on how the above request has been 

delivered, covering: 

 How the new Active Schools funding model has been 
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implemented and if it can deliver the previous (pre-Covid) 

programmes while fulfilling the obligation to offer sport free 

of charge to all children 

 How many PTAs have been asked to provide funding for 

coaching to make-up the shortfall, and at which schools 

 If CEC will be providing additional funding to schools to 

address any funding gaps 

 What CEC sports academies have restarted and what the 

full programme for academic year 21-22 will cover 

What other extra-curricular activities have restarted (e.g., choirs, 

bands etc.) and what are still in abeyance – and reasons for 

delay?” 

 

9.2   Motion by Rabbi David Rose – Promoting Equality in Schools  

“The Education, Children and Families Committee agrees to note 

the following: 

 Schools should ensure that all pupils are enabled to feel 

safe, irrespective of their ethnic, religious or national origin. 

 No pupil should be targeted or negatively singled out for 

any reason, including in consequence of international 

events or conflicts.  

 Schools should ensure that some pupils' desire for political 

expression is not the cause of other pupils feeling targeted 

or unsafe. 

 International issues, especially involving areas of conflict, 

must be taught in an objective, balanced and sensitive 

manner, taking into account the background of all pupils in 

the school, including ethnicity, religion, and possible 

connections with people in the relevant area of conflict.” 

 

 

9.3   Motion by Councillor Louise Young – West Edinburgh High 

School 

“Committee notes: 
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1. the decision of 12 December 2017 Education Committee, 

to explore options for a West Edinburgh High School 

in/around Kirkliston, following a consultation on the future 

feeder status of Kirkliston Primary School; 

2. the interim informal updates issued by officers on work to 

identify a potential site, most recently at the March 2021 

committee, where school roll projections identified 

Queensferry High School as breaching capacity from 2024 

thus requiring a new West Edinburgh High School from 

that point; 

3. that Council Officers advised the outcome of the new Local 

Development Plan (LDP) would inform the next steps and 

identify any potential site options; and  

4. that given delays to the publication of the LDP, there is 

now a shortening time period before a new high school will 

be required, and recognises the concern and uncertainty 

facing parents and future pupils in Kirkliston around future 

high school provision. 

Committee therefore agrees that a report be brought to the first 

Education Committee following the Planning Committee’s first 

review of the draft LDP, which should outline the next steps for 

identifying a site for West Edinburgh High School, and set out a 

timetable and key milestones up to and including an expected 

building completion and intake of pupils.” 

Andrew Kerr 

Chief Executive 

 

Committee Members 

Councillor Ian Perry (Convener), Councillor Alison Dickie (Vice-Convener), Councillor 

Eleanor Bird, Councillor Steve Burgess, Councillor Mary Campbell, Councillor Scott 

Douglas, Councillor Joan Griffiths, Councillor David Key, Councillor Callum Laidlaw, 

Councillor Jason Rust and Councillor Louise Young. 

Added Members for Education Items 

Religious Representatives 

Fiona Beveridge, Therese Laing and Rabbi David Rose. 
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Parent Representative (Non-Voting) 

Alexander Ramage 

 

Information about the Education, Children and Families Committee 

The Education, Children and Families Committee consists of 11 Councillors, 3 religious 

representatives and 1 parent representative (non-voting) and is appointed by the City of 

Edinburgh Council. The meeting is currently being held virtually via Microsoft Teams. 

 

Further information 

If you have any questions about the agenda or meeting arrangements, please contact , 

Committee Services, City of Edinburgh Council, Business Centre 2.1, Waverley Court, 

4 East Market Street, Edinburgh EH8 8BG, email lesley.birrell@edinburgh.gov.uk or 

matthew.brass@edinburgh.gov.uk. 

The agenda, minutes and public reports for this meeting and all the main Council 

committees can be viewed online by going to www.edinburgh.gov.uk/cpol.  

 

Webcasting of Council meetings 

Please note this meeting may be filmed for live and subsequent broadcast via the 

Council’s internet site – at the start of the meeting the Convener will confirm if all or part 

of the meeting is being filmed. 

The Council is a Data Controller under Data Protection legislation.  We broadcast 

Council meetings to fulfil our public task obligation to enable members of the public to 

observe the democratic process.  Data collected during this webcast will be retained in 

accordance with the Council’s published policy including, but not limited to, for the 

purpose of keeping historical records and making those records available via the 

Council’s internet site. 

Any information presented by individuals to the Committee at a meeting, in a deputation 

or otherwise, in addition to forming part of a webcast that will be held as a historical 

record, will also be held and used by the Council in connection with the relevant matter 

until that matter is decided or otherwise resolved (including any potential appeals and 

other connected processes).  Thereafter, that information will continue to be held as 

part of the historical record in accordance with the paragraphs above. 

If you have any queries regarding this, and, in particular, if you believe that use and/or 

storage of any particular information would cause, or be likely to cause, substantial 

http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/cpol
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damage or distress to any individual, please contact Committee Services 

(committee.services@edinburgh.gov.uk). 

 


